
 

 

General Advisory Committee 
November 18, 2010 

 
Present: David Berg, Dan Bostrom, John Brodrick, Readus Fletcher, Shaan Hamilton, Paul Huot, 

Nancy Jacobsen, Peggy Kennedy, John Labosky, Harry Melander, Jean Ness, Phyllis Novitskie, 
Dorothy Richburg, Robert Samon, Rachelle Schmidt, Donovan Schwichtenberg, 
Jean Shomphe, Joe Spartz, Tim Strand, Jim Stumne, Bob Widerski 

 
Excused: Cecile Bedor, Traci Gauer, Lorrie Louder, Kou Moua, Erin Murphy 
 
Absent: Nancy Moeller 
 
Chair John Brodrick called the meeting to order at 4:06 pm.  The meeting began with a review of the 
agenda and member introductions.  Copies of the course schedule and the Saint Paul College open 
house flyer were available for members. 
 
Minutes 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the Sept 16, 2010 minutes as written.  The motion carried.  
 
Nominating Committee Recommendations 
Phyllis Novitskie presented the committee’s recommendations: 
 
Motion #1 
Readus Fletcher and Jean Ness’s terms have expired but they have agreed to continue.  The committee 
is appreciative.  A motion was made to continue Readus Fletcher and Jean Ness in their representative 
positions on the General Advisory Committee.  The motion was seconded.  The motion carried. 
 
Motion #2 
Kim Stecher has previously served on the General Advisory Committee but moved out of state.  Kim has 
now moved back to Minnesota and would like to return to the General Advisory Committee.  A motion 
was made to return Kim Stecher to her previous position on the General Advisory Committee.  She will 
serve as Vice Chair.  The motion was seconded.  The motion carried. 
 
Motion #3 
David Wold is with Veterans Employment for the Department of Employment and Economic 
Development on Lake Street in Minneapolis.  It was recommended that he be placed in the open slot on 
the General Advisory Committee for Women in the Trades/Dislocated workers.  A motion was made to 
authorize our General Advisory Chair, John Brodrick (or his designee) and Donovan to meet with David 
Wold, and,if John and Donovan agree that he would be an asset to the General Advisory Committee, to 
invite him to join.  The motion was seconded.  The motion carried. 
 
Motion #4 
Karl Benson owns Cooks of Crocus Hill.  He was recommended for the open slot entitled Industry and 
Manufacturing as Karl would represent the food industry.  A motion was made to authorize our General 
Advisory Chair John Brodrick (or his designee) and Donovan to meet with Karl Benson and, if John and 
Donovan agree that he would be an asset to the General Advisory Committee, to invite him to join.  The 
motion was seconded.  The motion carried. 
Motion #5 



 

 

Christine McCoy is the Director of Youth Development at the YWCA in St. Paul and would like to be a 
member of the General Advisory Committee.  There is not an open slot in which she fits.  Our 
membership rules identify the slots in which we require membership, but also state that membership is 
not limited to only those slots.  This is a candidate who is really interested in us and we recommend that 
an additional slot be opened in the “other” category.  A motion was made to authorize our General 
Advisory Chair John Brodrick or his designee to meet with Donovan and Christine and, if John and 
Donovan agree Christine would be an asset to the General Advisory Committee, to invite her to join.  
The motion was seconded.  The motion carried. 
 
Motion #6 
Kay Baker, Director of Community Affairs at Health East Hospital is also interested in our General 
Advisory Committee.  There is not an open slot for her but it was recommended to add another person 
to the “other” category.  A motion was made to authorize our Chair John Brodrick and Donovan to meet 
with Kay Baker and, if John and Donovan agree Kay would be an asset to the General Advisory 
Committee, to invite her to join.  The motion was seconded.  The motion carried. 
 
Phyllis Novitskie also reported that Linda White, CFO of the Hallie Q. Brown Community Center, has 
been considered as a possible member of the General Advisory Committee but Donovan has invited her 
to join the Friends of Saint Paul College Foundation.  She is considering that invitation.  John Brodrick 
said that we will follow up after the Foundation meeting and, if she chooses not to join the Foundation, 
we will bring her name back to the General Advisory Committee for consideration at the next meeting.   
 
Bob Widerski suggested that we may be missing the private sector and, for good balance, should look 
for more representation from that area on the Committee. 
 
Open House Report 
Peggy Kennedy reported that the 2nd Annual Open House was a big success.  It was a joint effort of the 
Marketing and Enrollment Services Departments.  500-550 people attended, mostly students.  They 
were provided with a full range of information and each Academic Department staffed an information 
booth. 
 
Bob Widerski suggested that we try to get the High School counselors to take part in our future open 
houses.  Peggy Kennedy noted the suggestion for next year.  She noted that the Career Pathways 
Academy is working with the high school counselors and principals. 
 
President Succession Process 
Rachelle Schmidt reported on the succession process.  President Schwichtenberg is retiring June 30, 
2011.  There will be an information session in the Saint Paul College theatre on December 1st at 2:00 PM.  
 
The Office of the Chancellor has contracted an executive search firm, Pauly Group, and a consultant, 
Angela Provart.  Cecilia Cervantes of Hennepin Tech has been appointed Chair of the Search Committee.  
She will choose eleven members to serve on the committee.  The position will be posted the first week 
of December.  The search firm will recommend 3 to 5 finalists to Chancellor McCormick and his 
leadership team, who will then choose a final candidate by February, 2011.  There will be no interim 
president.  The new contract will begin 7/1/11. 
 
The question was raised as to whether the community would be involved in the process.  Rachelle said 
that there will be two or more community members on the search committee and that public 



 

 

nominations will be allowed.  There will also be a public forum in the spring.  Jean Shomphe suggested 
that organized labor from the trades should also be involved. 
 
General Discussion/Member Comments 
Several committee members relayed stories about Donovan Schwichtenberg and gave testimonials to 
the great work he has done for the school and how much he will be missed. 
 
Chairperson’s Report 
John Broderick noted that there will be a ribbon cutting ceremony for the Medical Lab Technician 
Program and a dinner with the Foundation following this meeting. 
 
Representatives from the Foundation will be invited to talk at the January meeting.  Kim Stecher or 
Phyliss Novitskie will chair the January meeting in John Brodrick’s absence. 
 
President’s Report 
Donovan Schwichtenberg thanked everyone for their nice comments and noted that one thing he has 
done well is selecting good administrators. 
 
The College is in good shape.  Enrollment is the highest in history, with 70% growth in the last 10 years.  
We had 5,958 students enrolled last Fall and 6,141 this Fall, with 183 new students.  He is very proud of 
the Medical Lab that was built with part of a $3 million grant.  We have had visitors from Germany and 
England who have been very impressed with our facilities and what we do here.  We will also have 
visitors at the end of the year from Palestine and Israel who are interested in seeing how people of 
different backgrounds can get along.  We are a model of what can be done.  He said that Saint Paul 
College is taking on students who weren’t going to go to college.  They have to get jobs and we need to 
find strategies to help them succeed. Donovan said we also have growth complaints – parking.  The new 
600-car ramp is about 95% sure. 
 
Donovan introduced Shaan Hamilton, the new Saint Paul College Vice President of Finance and 
Operations.  He also noted that Peggy Kennedy was being recognized as an Outstanding Alumni by the 
University of Minnesota later that evening. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 4:55 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted by: 
Chris Brauer for June Schifsky 
 


